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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Assistant Secretary 


> 



October 1, 1963 


Memorandum for the Record: 


I have avoided newsmen like the plague during the Viet- Nam 
crisis. However, I was strongly advised to see the and 

Newsweek correspondents on background last week — since they both 
intended to write a story alleging (a) that DOD was howling mad at 
the State Department and (b) that the State Department was howling 
mad at the CIA. 

I saw both of the correspondents on background, co nfin ing 
myself to three points: 


1. Although there were differences in emphasis about what 
the future held in Viet- Nam, there were no differences in the funda- 
mentals. Working relationships among those actually involved with 
the Viet- Nam crisis had been excellent. 

2. Although individuals in all Departments may have been 
out of town on one or another occasion, all major questions had been 
the subject of interdepartmental discussion and interdepartmental 
clearances. (I refused to discuss any particular cable. ) 

3. If anyone in the State Department said that CIA had made 
mistakes in Viet- Nam, they were people who were not involved with 
the Viet-Nam crisis. At every step CIA had been meticulous in 
checking with the State Department, and all of us who were involved 
in the crisis felt that they had done an excellent job. 

On balance, I think the decision to see the Time and Newsweek 
correspondents was worth it: (1) Newsweek kill ed the story and 
(2) Time eliminated the allegations about CIA— leaving me the only 
victim. (As an old Yale man, I take my stand with Nathan Hale. ) 
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